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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 24-26 and 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Britt et al. (US 6,615,042) in view of Cheng et al. (US 5,502,759) 

Regarding claims 24 and 33, Britt teaches a method wherein the network comprising, in 
addition to communication channels used to establish telecommunications connections (Col. 6 
lines 25-27) between various terminals which are connected to the network (abstract lines 27-32, 
Col. 10 lines 9-16 and fig. 3, 32), communication channels which are reserved for conveying call 
control signals for controlling the establishment (Col.2 lines 46-60 and fig. 3, 13-14, 31), the 
modification and/or the release of each telecommunications connection in this network (Fig. 4, 
12-13, 53), this method comprising a phase for processing a call which is initiated each time a 
call is transmitted by a client (Col. 3 lines 34-38 and fig. 3) and which comprises a step for 
establishing the co-ordination connection using an address of at least one of the two centres 
(Fig. 3, 13-14 and 31) so that these centres can co-ordinate their respective operations for 
processing the first and second service requests from the client (Col. 6 lines 3-12 and Col. 5 lines 
1-10); establishing a co-ordination connection between a first and a second control centre for 
carrying out services in an intelligent telecommunications network (Fig. 3, 13-14), the first and 
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the second centre each being capable of processing in an autonomous manner a first and a second 
service request (Col. 6 lines 3-12 and fig. 3, 13-14, 31) 

Britt teaches the invention set forth above except for the claimed "one of the centres 
transmits its address to the other centre by inserting this address in one of the call control signals 
transmitted to the other centre, and in that the centre having received the address inserted in a 
call control signal establishes the co-ordination connection by using communication channels 
which are separate from those used to convey the call control signal in which the address of one 
of the centres is inserted" 

Cheng teaches that it is well known that one of the centres transmits its address to the 
other centre by inserting this address in one of the call control signals transmitted to the other 
centre (Col. 12 lines 11-17), and in that the centre having received the address inserted in a call 
control signal establishes the co-ordination connection by using communication channels which 
are separate from those used to convey the call control signal in which the address of one of the 
centres is inserted (Col. 12 lines 1 1-17 and fig.l, 20, 90-91) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the invention of Britt, and modify so that one of the centres transmits its 
address to the other centre by inserting this address in one of the call control signals transmitted 
to the other centre, and in that the centre having received the address inserted in a call control 
signal establishes the co-ordination connection by using communication channels which are 
separate from those used to convey the call control signal, as taught by Cheng, thus using the 
address, Common channel signaling network, and specifically the STPs contained therein, 
suitably route the query packet onward to the proper SCP, as discussed by Cheng. 
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Regarding claim 32, Britt teaches a method wherein communication channels which are 
used to establish telecommunications connections between various terminals which are 
connected to the network (abstract lines 27-32, Col. 10 lines 9-16 and fig. 3, 32), and 
communication channels which are reserved for conveying call control signals in order to control 
the establishment (Col.2 lines 46-60 and fig.3, 13-14, 31), the modification and/or the release of 
each telecommunications connection for this network (Fig. 4, 12-13, 53), this network being 
capable of carrying out a phase for processing a call which is initiated each time a call is 
transmitted by a client (Col. 3 lines 34-38 and fig. 3) and which comprises a step for establishing 
the co-ordination connection using an address of at least one of the two centres (fig.3, 13-14, 31) 
so that these centres can co-ordinate their respective operations for processing the first and 
second service requests from the client (Col.6 lines 3-12 and fig.3, 13-14, 31); intelligent 
telecommunications network which is capable of establishing a co-ordination connection 
between a first and a second control centre for carrying out services (Fig.3, 13-14), this network 
comprising: the first and second centres, these centres each being capable of processing in an 
autonomous manner a first and a second service request (Col.6 lines 3-12 and fig.3, 13-14, 31) 

Britt teaches the invention set forth above except for the claimed "one of the centres 
transmits its address to the other centre by inserting this address in one of the call control signals 
transmitted to the other centre, and in that the centre having received the address inserted in a 
call control signal establishes the co-ordination connection by using communication channels 
which are separate from those used to convey the call control signal in which the address of one 
of the centres is inserted" 
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Cheng teaches that it is well known that one of the centres transmits its address to the 
other centre by inserting this address in one of the call control signals transmitted to the other 
centre (Col. 12 lines 11-17), and in that the centre having received the address inserted in a call 
control signal establishes the co-ordination connection by using communication channels which 
are separate from those used to convey the call control signal in which the address of one of the 
centres is inserted (Col. 12 lines 11-17 and fig. 1 , 20, 90-91) 

Consider claim 25, Britt further discloses a method according to claim 24, wherein a 
method wherein when a plurality of call processing phases are carried out simultaneously for 
different clients of the network, the centre which inserts its address in the call control signal 
further inserts an identifier of the call processed (Col.4 lines 27-29), and in that the first and 
second centres for carrying out services indicate the call concerned by means of the co- 
ordination data transmitted via the co-ordination connection by using this identifier so as to co- 
ordinate their respective operation for processing each call (Col. 8 lines 1-5 and fig. 3, 13-14,31). 

Consider claim 26, Britt further discloses a method according to claim 24, wherein a 
method wherein only the co-ordination connection is used to exchange co-ordination data for the 
respective operations for processing the first and second service requests implemented by the 
two centres for carrying out services (Col. 8 lines 18-22 and fig. 3). 

Considering claim 34, Cheng further discloses the method according to claim 24, wherein 
the address of the centers is an IP network address (Col. 10 lines 61-63) 

3. Claims 28-3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Britt et al. 
(US 6,615,042) in view of Cheng et al. (US 5,502,759) and further in view of Hoffmann (US 
7,248,576) 
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Considering claim 28, Britt together with Cheng does not disclose claim 28. Hoffmann 
however, discloses claim 28 wherein a method according to claim 24, in which the first and 
second centres are connected to different control points of the network (Col.4 lines 12-17 and 
Fig.l, MGC-A and MGC-B), the control points of the network being capable of connecting the 
various communication channels to each other in order to form the telecommunications 
connections (Col. 3 lines 44-54 and Fig.l, MGC-A and MGC-B), wherein: the first centre and the 
second centre communicate with their respective control point by using a first communication 
protocol for receiving and/or transmitting the call control signals (Col.4 lines 1-7 and Col.4 lines 
17-21; Hoffmann discuses MGCP protocol, therefore a first communication protocol), the 
various control points of the network communicate with each other by using a second 
communication protocol which is different from the first for transmitting and/or receiving the 
call control signals (Col.4 lines 24-26 and fig.l; Hoffmann discuses BICC CS2 protocol, 
therefore a second communication protocol), and the first and second centres communicate with 
each other via the co-ordination connection by using a third communication protocol which is 
different from the first and second communication protocols (Col.4 lines 21-24; Hoffmann 
discuses H.248 protocol, therefore a second communication protocol). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the invention of Britt and Cheng, and modify a method wherein for a 
network, in which the first and second centres are connected to different control points of the 
network wherein the various control points of the network communicate with each other by using 
a second communication protocol which is different from the first for transmitting and/or 
receiving the call control signals, as taught by Hoffmann, thus allowing a signaling protocol for 
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implementation of services in an intelligent network with user data transferred via a network, as 
discussed by Hoffmann. 

Consider claim 29, Hoffmann further discloses a method according to claim 28, wherein 
the first communication protocol is the INAP protocol (Intelligent Network Application 
Protocol) (Col. 2 lines 31-41 and Col. 2 lines 60-65), and in that the second communication 
protocol is the ISUP protocol (Integrated Service Digital Network—User Part) (Col. 1 lines 54-63 
and Col.4 lines 12-17). 

Consider claim 30, Hoffmann further discloses a method according to claim 24, wherein 
a network, in which the first and second centres are connected to different control points of the 
network (Col.4 lines 12-17 and Fig.l, MGC-A and MGC-B), the control points of the network 
being capable of connecting the various communication channels to each other in order to form 
the telecommunications connections (Col. 3 lines 44-54 and Fig. 1 , MGC-A and MGC-B), 
wherein the first centre and the second centre communicate with their respective control point by 
using a first communication protocol for receiving and/or transmitting the call control signals 
(Col.4 lines 17-21 and Col.4 lines 1-7; Hoffmann discuses MGCP protocol, therefore a first 
communication protocol), the various control points of the network communicate with each other 
by also using the first protocol (Col.4 lines 17-21), and the first and second centres communicate 
with each other via the co-ordination connection by using a second communication protocol 
which is different from the first communication protocol (Col.4 lines 24-26 and fig.l; Hoffmann 
discuses BICC CS2 protocol, therefore a second communication protocol). 
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Consider claim 31, Hoffmann further discloses a method according to claim 30, wherein 
the first communication protocol is the SIP protocol (Session Initiation Protocol) (Col. 6 lines 3- 
8). 

4. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Britt et al. (US 
6,615,042) in view of Cheng et al. (US 5,502,759) and further in view of Maloney et al. (US 
5,555,299) 

Considering claim 27, Britt together with Cheng does not disclose claim 27. Maloney 
however, discloses claim 27 which a method wherein for a network, in which the call control 
signal comprises at least one address field which is capable of receiving the network address of 
the second centre (Col. 10 lines 59-67 and Col.l 1 lines 1-12; Maloney discuses a call received 
with identification digits, therefore network address of the second center), this field further 
comprising a portion which is not used when the address of the second centre is recorded in this 
field, wherein the address of the first centre and/or the call identifier are inserted in the unused 
portion of the address field (Col. 2 lines 40-43) so that these data are propagated jointly via the 
network to the second centre (Col. 2 lines 35-63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the invention of Britt and Cheng, and modify a method wherein the call 
control signal comprises at least one address field which is capable of receiving the network 
address of the second centre, this field further comprising a portion which is not used when the 
address of the second centre is recorded in this field, as taught by Maloney, thus a system direct 
a transfer screen that has associated with it the same unique identifier and that accompanies the 
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call that is being transferred from the first call center to the second call center, as discussed by 
Maloney. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 24-34 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection (See the rejection above). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YOSEF K. LAEKEMARIAM whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5149. The examiner can normally be reached on Regular hours 8:30 am - 5:30 pm M - F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CURTIS KUNTZ can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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